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peasant any gospel at all, and that his future may be left
to the play of natural forces. This would certainly be in
accordance with the standpoint of the nineteenth cen-
tury in the West; but, as we have seen, the twentieth has
begun to think differently. In India we may well think
differently too, for a system of economics divorced from
religion is not likely to suit the Indian peasant. 'I have
lived constantly in Indian villages/ says Mr. C. F.
Andrews, 'not as an outsider and a stranger, but as an
inmate. . . . Thus I have come to know, at first hand,
the deep penetration which the Hindu religion has
made into every part of the social fabric.'I And much
the gajne appears to be true of the Punjab peasant. One
of those who know him best, an Indian, writes to me as
follows: 'The more you talk with the people about the
place of religion in life, the more tenaciously they cling
to the idea of its being the principal factor: to them
anything apart from religion is not non-religious but
irreligious.' The same person says that in his frequent
discussions with intelligent villagers he finds that the
modification of the old ~ standards is generally regarded
as a sign of degeneration rather than progress, and that
Hindus who sell their cows, Sikhs who cultivate tobacco,
and Muhammadans who take interest often have a
sense of guilt, which made a Muhammadan friend of
his say that, though money-lending had made his life
'easy and comfortable', in his heart he felt he had done
something 'unworthy of a man'. When conscience
comes into conflict with material advantage, a man
follows the latter at his peril; and it does not take much
spiritual insight to see that those who sell their cattle
on the sly, as we found them doing in Gurgaon, are
doing themselves harm rather than good. At the same
time, the wise man, when faced with a dilemma of this
kind, should consider whether what he has been taught
to regard as religion really is religion; whether, for
> instance, it is not sometimes more merciful to kill than

1 Young Indta, dated 2ist June 1928.
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